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Clemat i s  or ienta l i s  L. (oriental c lemat i s ) ,  col lected in the f lowering per iod in the envi rons  of Tbil is i ,  
contains t r i t e rpene  g lycos ides ,  which we isolated by ex t rac t ing  the comminuted roots  with aqueous methanol 
and reprec ip i t a t ed  with acetone.  T h i n - l a y e r  ch romatography  on s i l ica  gel showed the p r e s e n c e  in the pu r i -  
fied m a t e r i a l  of about ten compounds,  the main  one of which, f o r m  its R f  value and colora t ion  coincided 
with the vi ta lboside F f r o m  t r a v e l l e r ' s  joy [1]. 

By column chromatography  on s i l ica  gel in the c h l o r o f o r m - m e t h a n o l - w a t e r  (65 : 35 : 10) s y s t e m  we 
obtained an individual compound the constants  of which were  identical  with those of vi talboside F. The 
glycoside was hydrolyzed (2% H2SO 4, 100°C, 6 h) and hederagenin was found in the prec ip i ta te ,  and glucose, 
a rab tnose ,  r ibose ,  and rhamnose  in the hydrolyzate .  

Quantitat ive analys is  of the monosaccha r ides  (in the f o r m  of the ace ta tes  of the aldononitr i les)  [2] 
showed that they were  p r e s e n t  in a ra t io  of 2 : 1 : 1 : 1. G a s - l i q u i d  ch romatography  was p e r f o r m e d  on a 
C h r o m - 4  ins t rument  with a f l ame- ion iza t ion  de tec tor  and a g lass  column 2 m long and 0.35 c m  in d i ame te r  
filled with Chromaton  N-AW-HMCS (0.200-0.250 rim) impregnated  with 5% of XE-60 si l icone.  The ra te  of 
flow of the c a r r i e r  gas,  helium, was 60 m l / m i n  and the ra te  of t e m p e r a t u r e  p r o g r a m m i n g  3°C/rain f r o m  
180 to 225°C. 
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